“We are followers of Christ welcoming all in worship and fellowship as
we share God’s love through service.”

At A Glance
Weekly Newsletter of Penfield Presbyterian Church
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Mark Your Calendar
•

Oct 30– Potluck Luncheon
following worship

•

Nov 2- Choir 6:30 pm;
Boy Scouts 7 pm

•

Nov 7– Boy Scouts
Committee Mtg 7 pm

•

Nov 9- Choir 6:30 pm;
Boy Scouts 7 pm

•

Nov 14– Knit Wits 10 am

•

Nov 15– Deacon Mtg 1 pm;
Session Mtg 7 pm

•

Nov 16– Choir 6:30 pm;
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Harvest Team is looking for volunteers to
help with set-up on Saturday, October 29
at 11 am. Please contact Suzanne Feather
at feather@rochester.rr.com if you are
able to help.

•

Nov 23- Choir 6:30 pm;
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Celebrating Stewardship Sunday,
Reformation Sunday, 50 Years Plus Members

•

Nov 24 & 25– Thanksgiving;
PPELC & PPC Office Closed

October 30, 2022

REMINDER:
The Harvest Celebration
Potluck Luncheon will
be after worship on
October 30.
All are welcome.

November is the month of Thanksgiving and kicks off
the Holiday season. The Deacons are celebrating
with the Penfield Food Shelf through the collection of
monetary donations toward the purchase of turkeys
for both Thanksgiving and Christmas. Money will be
collected on November 6 and 13. Thanksgiving turkeys will be purchased by the Deacons and delivered
on November 19. If you would like to donate and will
not be in church on November 6 or 13, please mail
your donation to PPC (place “Turkeys” in your check
memo line).
Happy Thanksgiving!

October/November
Birthdays
Wayne Kidd
June Milliman
Ellen Moodie
Jason Brownell
Christopher Schwind
Shirley McMinn
Chuck Sheppard
Ellison Brownell
Alex Jorgensen
John Cox
Jack Mansur

CELEBRATING PPC’S
50 YEARS PLUS MEMBERS:
Madolyn Brown
Ron Brown
Marion Brown
Judy Collom
Vance Collom
John Cox
Julie Cox
Peggy DiStefano
Ute Easterly
Elvira Felty
Evan Felty
Charles Griffith
Norma Griffith

Marianne Hesselberth
Robert Hesselberth
Dorine Jelensperger
John Jorgensen
Helen Kidd
Wayne Kidd
Corinne Kober
Carolyn Neatrour
Bill Rice
Barbara Swigert
Jane Walls
Bill Walls
Anne Wheeler
Carolyn Wise

Celebrating these folks both during worship and
after at the potluck luncheon. All are welcome.

American life has changed radically over the past generation. The Christian
share of the U.S. population is declining across every region, age and demographic group, and the number of adults who do not identify with any
organized religion is growing. As a result, the church is no longer at the
center of American culture. Some say the church is no longer relevant at
all. As much as this new reality is alarming, it is also an opportunity for our
congregations, worshiping communities and mid councils to wake up and
seize the moment.

What is Congregational Vitality?
A community’s vitality is primarily its spiritual strength and its capacity for
purposeful mission. Congregational vitality is evident in a worshiping community when its structural systems, finances and discipleship practices are aligned in such a way that the community is actively engaged in the mission of God
in their local community and the world, and they are powerfully focused on growing as disciples in the way of Jesus
Christ.
The theology of Congregational Vitality
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament establish and equip the church as the body of Christ in the world. The mission of
the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church flows from baptism, is nourished at the Lord’s Supper, and serves to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to all.
Worshiping communities experiencing congregational vitality will find themselves following Jesus into places of injustice and struggle bearing light and hope, demonstrating love and mercy, and working faithfully for justice and peace.
They will be stewards of God’s abundant gifts in service to God’s children here and everywhere.
Indicators of Congregational Vitality:
 A commitment to forming disciples over every member’s lifetime. This leads first to personal transformation, as
people put on the heart of Christ, and then to social transformation, as people joyfully go forth into the community and tackle the issues facing today’s culture.
 We show forth the love of Christ by our actions and our lives even more than by our words. Our relationships are
genuine and caring. People know we are Christians by our love.
 An outward focus. Our church is not a place to escape from the world, but rather our gateway to our community
where we may be the hands, feet, heart and mouth of Jesus Christ for people who are suffering or marginalized.
 Empowering every member to discover their individual calling and the gifts God has given them so they can go
forth and serve.
 Spirit-inspired worship that challenges, teaches, transforms, convicts and energizes us so when we are sent out,
we have experienced the wonder of God and are changed for the better from when we arrived.
 Caring relationships modeled on God’s love. We open our doors and hearts to all people, and we build relationships modeled on God’s love, which leads to genuine reconciliation and peace.
 Congregations with healthy systems. Our mission focuses are clear. There is fiscal responsibility and accountability. We have thoughtful decision-making structures. Our leaders and staff enjoy a sustainable balance of work/
rest time.

In what way is Penfield Presbyterian Church called to be transformed?
How might we build our Congregational Vitality in the coming year?

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
IS OFFERING
A HOLIDAY PIE SALE
The Penfield Coalition for Habitat for Humanity, which provides affordable housing to deserving families in the City of Rochester, is selling pies as a fundraiser. The pies are provided by Special Touch Bakery, an affiliate of Holy Childhood,
which provides employment for handicapped individuals.
Flavors offered are apple, cherry and pumpkin, each at a cost of $17. The pies are unbaked and frozen and come with instructions for baking. Orders can be taken through
November 7 on the Flower City Habitat for Humanity website using the following direct link:
https://give.rochesterhabitat.org/campaigns/23370-2022-holiday-pie-sale
Pies can be picked up at First Baptist Church, 1862 Penfield Road from 1 to 6 pm on
Tuesday, November 22.
For any questions, please contact Dottie Holmes at
dlholmes5@gmail.com.
Thank you for supporting Habitat for Humanity and enjoy your pies.

Our Deacons continue to collect food* for our
Penfield neighbors.
Your generosity is appreciated.
* Corned Beef Hash, Beef Stew, Bars of Soap

Mark your calendars…
A date has been set for next year’s Congregation Learning
Day!
Saturday March 4, 2023 9 AM – 1 PM
We will have AM and PM courses with a worship time in between, all done virtually.
We are on an exciting new path with 5 Presbyteries (Erie, Western NY, Genesee
Valley, Geneva, Cayuga-Syracuse) planning, executing and attending this wonderfully
informative day. We will be offering a wide range of topics including Elder/Deacon
training and Finance Forum. Save the date! Much more to come…

Dear friends at PPC,
Our lifetime friend, Sharon Burke, was diagnosed with kidney disease when we were in our late 20s. Time has
passed and she is now facing dialysis and a kidney transplant. She has been encouraged by the transplant team
at Strong and the National Kidney Foundation to start searching for a live donor. This is a challenging task and
involves increasing awareness and looking for a potential donor within the groups, organizations, and congregations that we are connected with. We are asking that you read Sharon’s letter and prayerfully consider her request. Also, please share her letter with your contacts, friends and family members.
The transplant coordinators are friendly, and willing and able to answer any questions you may have. John and I
are also available to answer your questions if needed.
With heartfelt thanks,
The Rieth family – Liz, John, Courtney, Christine and David

Dear Friends and Family,
I am reaching out to you to ask for your help in considering becoming a kidney donor or an advocate to help get the word out to your network to assist me in finding a living donor.
In 1983 I was diagnosed with Polycystic kidney disease (PKD), an inherited disorder that for me
has resulted in the need for a lifesaving kidney transplant.

Statistically transplants received from a living donor last longer, have better outcomes and fewer
complications than organs received from a deceased donor. Statistics show that in the United
States alone there are 92,000 patients waiting for a kidney.
I am currently being evaluated at Strong transplant center and have been told that now is the
time to begin the search for a living donor.
If you, or anyone you know, would be interested in being screened as a potential donor, please
contact:
University of Rochester Medical Center Kidney Transplant Team at 585-275-7753. Press 1 and
leave a message for the Donor Coordinator.
For more information on Kidney donation go to www.kidney.org
With Gratitude,
Sharon Burke

Indoor & Online Worship for Sunday, Oct. 30
Pastor: Rev. Twyla Boyer
Liturgist: Liz Rieth
Greeters: Wes & Jan Kleppe

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday - Friday
12:30 - 4:30 pm

Church Musician: Christine Schwind
Church School: Cheryl Farnham & Robin Sheppard

Flowers Given By: Wes & Jan Kleppe “in loving memory of our parents”
Coffee Hosts: Harvest Team
Scriptures for 10/30: Deuteronomy 7:6-11; Romans 8:28-39
Technology Team: Jim Farnham, Doug Fox, Al & Carol Santos,
Chuck & Robin Sheppard, Jay Wheaton
E-News Prepared By: Brenda Tucker

In case of an emergency or an immediate need for
pastoral care, please contact Pastor Twyla Boyer.
She can be reached by leaving a message at (631)
603-9573 or by email at pastortwyla@gmail.com.
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 30 - ONGOING PRAYERS
Norma & Charles Griffith;
REMEMBER THOSE IN CARE FACILITIES

Hayden Lincoln, battling bone cancer, 14 yr old Ron & Madolyn Brown (MM Euing Cont. Care);
former neighbor/godchild of Doug & Shirley Fox; Onalee Buck (Fairport Baptist Home);
Dorine Jelensperger (Creekstone);
Peg Smith, in long term care, aunt of Mindy
Dawn Lorenzo (Creekstone);
Shaffer;
Carolyn Neatrour (Brentland Woods);
Nate Voelker, diagnosed with MS, former
Nancy Raab (Heather Heights)
PPC music director;
Makhi (Mak) Xander Esfandiari, grandson of Sue & Steve Esfandiari;
Sharon Burke, dear friend of the Rieth family who is in need of a kidney transplant;
Prayers for safety and inspiration for Susan Orr & the rest of the Mosaic of Peace travelers;
For all experiencing mental health concerns or changes in condition

